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Ayr High Street is going through a major transformation. We have implemented 
environmentally friendly waste collections and have placed general waste, paper/
cardboard/glass, food bins throughout the town centre.

The horticultural offer in Ayr High Street is obvious; we have many colourful 
hanging baskets and mature trees within the High Street.  Good lighting of 
prominent historical buildings shows off the quality of the buildings we have 
here. We also host some events in the High Street and have experience with 
professional lighting and stage spaces there.

We have a high level of community involvement in the high street, local groups 
do litter picking and general tidying of “their” town. This, in conjunction with 
what the Council do in regard to litter/waste is seeing a great improvement in the 
cleanliness of the High Street.

A community Interest group is finalising its submission to open a large 
community space at the bottom end of the high Street;  Once completed this will 
see community cafes, art spaces, meeting spaces and recreation areas.  

We have also seen the recent completion of the “Grain Exchange” in the High 
Street (a Georgian building brought back to life by the Council) it now holds daily 
events including art expos, craft selling and the possibility of bespoke market 
spaces.

We also have major plans which have been confirmed for projects within the 
High Street. Including a swimming pool and a major gym complex; a green space 
at the bottom of the High Street, this will incorporate residential space, pop up 
shops and would possibly include walkways running beside the river Ayr (not 
been seen from this site in at least 3 generations).

Through SAC’s Ayr Town Centre Action Plan refurbishment of LA owned 
properties will compliment this activity adding a vibrant spirit to the town.



SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET

INNERLEITHEN
Beauty comes in many forms, and Innerleithen is especially fortunate in having 

a truly beautiful High Street, both in form and concept. The street is unique in 

having a rich variety of truly local businesses with no chain stores or 

national trading concerns. All of the businesses on the High Street 

ranging from the award winning, Caldwell’s ice Cream Shop to the 

newly re-established Post Office in the Allotment Fruit & Veg store are 

vibrantCommunity based businesses, established by local residents.

The variety of shopping opportunities is quite astounding for a small 

Scottish town with businesses specialising in high quality gifts and 

curios from the varied antique and book shops, craft shops and even 

a magical experience amongst the fairies in the Droopy Dandelion. 

The National Trust for Scotland’s “Robert Smail’s” Print shop also 

provides a welcome escape from the modern world into the realm of a 

Victorian printer, and is a fascinating living museum being the oldest 

working commercial letterpress printer in the UK.

Innerleithen is very much a living vibrant community, with many 

local organisations taking great civic pride in the town and it’s High 

Street which is very much the main artery of the surrounding area. 

The volunteers of the Innerleithen Community Trust raise funds from 

local businesses and organisations for the supply and maintenance 

of flower baskets erected along the High Street to give the street a 

horticultural beauty during the summer months. This is beautifully 

framed between the surrounding hills of the Tweed Valley which 

encircle the town and are visible from all parts of the High Street.

Civic pride is further enhanced at Christmas time when the Town’s 

Christmas lights (Supplied and operated by volunteers) are the envy 

of the Borders with a spectacular display along the High Street and 

adjoining public spaces. In the Summer time the local festivities 

surrounding the St Ronan’s Border Games encompass the High Street 

in a range of fancy dress parades, pipe bands and carnival floats proving yet 

again that the street forms the living heart of the community.
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SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET

KIRKWALL
Mention the Orkney Islands to most people in mainland Scotland, and images of wild 
seas, winter storms and bleak, treeless landscapes are likely to come to mind.  We 
do have all those things, but in Kirkwall we also have one of the most bustling and 
beautiful high streets in the country.

Kirkwall owes its status as Orkney’s capital to its position between the great natural 
harbour of Scapa Flow to the west, and the North Sea to the east.  Rich rolling 
farmland lies to the north and south.  Produce from the island’s farms, and seafood 
from its fishing fleet, flow through Kirkwall on their way to customers across the 
UK and beyond.  Kirkwall is a busy market town and port, and its shops and other 
businesses need to provide everything the hard-working population could possible 
require – after all, it’s not easy to nip to the nearest city when that is Inverness, 
separated by 15 miles of the Pentland Firth and 100 miles of the A9!

Kirkwall’s businesses have worked hard – both individually and jointly through 
Kirkwall BID – to maintain and improve their town centre.  The high street now 
has, at the time of writing, a full complement of commercial premises, with no 
vacant shopfronts.  This is not down to good luck, but rather to the loyalty that local 
consumers feel for their high street, and the attentiveness and creativity of business 
owners in meeting their needs.  The Orkney public’s love for Kirkwall’s high street 
is not surprising, as at its centre lies St Magnus Cathedral, the heart of the Orkney 
Islands since its establishment in 1137.

Stretching out to the north and south of the cathedral lie the two halves of our high 
street, in winter months illuminated by tree and canopy lights recently installed by 
our BID.  In summer the surprisingly numerous trees are complemented by hanging 
baskets all along the street, provided by the Community Council.  In recent years the 
Townscape Heritage Initiative has helped fund renovation of several iconic buildings 
that had fallen into disrepair: some of these are now thriving new businesses, and 
all contribute to the preservation of the town’s heritage.  THI also introduced street-
layout improvements, following full public consultation, to make the high street more 
pedestrian friendly, and installed (in partnership with BID) new benches, planters 
and information boards. Cycle racks and water stations are next on the agenda.

Most importantly, perhaps, local consumers support the (mainly independent) shops 
that line the high street.  They also flock to the frequent events the town hosts, 
including live music, pipe band parades, shopping days, our unique Ba games on 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, Easter Egg hunts and Neepie Lantern trails.  
Visitors are frequently highly complimentary about the town, and we get a lot of 
visitors: Kirkwall is currently the UK’s most popular cruise liner destination, with 
nearly 150 liners being welcomed in 2019.

All in all, our high street is a mix of farming, fishing, shopping, history, locals, 
tourists, business, sport and culture – in other words, a vibrant community.  And that 
is what really makes Kirkwall beautiful.
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SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET

LANARK
Lanark High Street is the heart of the town, a hub which is gradually being 
transformed for the local community, businesses and visitors through a variety of 
local partnership working.

The High Street offers a variety of retail, catering and service outlets for all ages. 
Occupancy rates are generally high compared to UK averages, and any small vacant 
units tend to be let quickly. The implementation of the Discover Lanark Business 
Improvement District, voted YES in February 2019, will be sure to improve business, 
tourism and trade in the town once it commences in autumn 2019.

Lanark has created a new brand identity, recently applied to Welcome Signs. Vacant 
windows are filled with historic town information and the train station welcoming 
visitors has been transformed. The High Street is also adorned with beautiful 
hanging baskets and planters, generously provided to the community free of charge 
by volunteers with Lanark in Bloom. The centre piece of the High Street is the 
historic St Nicholas Church, which is aligned with large colourful banners which line 
the entire street’s centre island.

Lanark is also full of innovative ideas that promote the towns heritage, encourage 
people to use the High Street and overall make Lanark a better place to live and visit. 
One example is the Lanark Closes project by the Development Trust. Lanark High 
Street has 14 closes (narrow covered alleys) which are all in need of improvement 
and repair. A pilot project has transformed one such close into the new ‘Wallace 
Close’, complete with spray paint murals of William Wallace, a project worked on by 
local school pupils. Discover Lanark BID has plans to develop the further 13 closes, 
each with their own historic theme and visuals – improving their aesthetic for regular 
users and a tourism draw. 
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LERWICK
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Commercial Street winds through the heart of Lerwick’s historic town centre. Its 
paved route is bordered on both sides by original stone buildings housing a wide 
range of independent local retailers and businesses. 

On one side, this main high street is bordered by the picturesque waterfront where 
visiting yachts and cruise ships regularly berth in the summer bringing in over 
100,000 visitors. On the landward side, a series of quirky narrow lanes lead up from 
the old town to the new, each with its own unique history and character.
Over 100 flower arrangements are distributed each summer from a local plant 
centre, and along with the bunting and additional picnic bench seating, provide 
a bright and attractive area to spend time in. A new project to develop a town 
centre Art Trail is underway with over £100,000 being spent on this and other 
improvements to the area by August 2020.

The Esplanade space with a feature ‘Shetland’ bicycle rack, has recently been 
updated with a Scottish Water ‘top up tap’ to fill reusable water bottles. Local 
businesses are taking steps to minimise waste by switching to environmentally 
sustainable takeaway packaging and falling in line with new recycling initiatives 
implemented by the local authority. Careful consideration of refuse container 
placement has been paramount in the restricted area with 142 businesses in 
addition to residential properties.

Businesses and the wider Shetland community take part in a range of activities 
throughout the year which bring footfall to the high street. During the annual 
Christmas parade, Santa himself is delivered to the quayside by the local lifeboat as 
part of this fantastic community event.

Commercial Street deserves to be Scotland’s most beautiful high street because 
of its unique charm and beauty. It is a traditional local high street at the heart of 
Shetland’s community.

Ben Mullay Photography

Shetland Islands with Leah



SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET

LINLITHGOW
As you stroll through the High Street in our Royal Burgh you can’t help but notice 
the delightful mix of old and new.  Older, original buildings with their low doorways 
and multi-pane windows boasting the abundance of treasures within sit alongside 
refurbished and new buildings, painted a rainbow of colours, their large lit windows 
showcasing some of the finest artisan and specialist suppliers in the country.
  
At any time the high street is neat, tidy and with flawless floral displays indeed 
they were winners of the 2018 Britain in Bloom “Town” category, winning a gold. 
We are truly blessed to have a fantastic team in Burgh Beautiful who take on the 
mammoth task of maintaining the many planters, flowerbeds, hanging baskets, tubs, 
troughs and decorative wooden trains.  These burst with beautiful flowers, arranged 
thoughtfully all throughout the summer and when the seasons start to turn they take 
on maintaining the good soil and tidy appearance of them without floral displays.  
Holly Balls make a welcome appearance in the winter and each stand proudly 
holds pairs of them all along the length of the street.  This merry band of volunteers 
also help with town clean ups and maintaining the overall look of the town.  Shops 
take pride in their appearance with their own doorway planters, window boxes, 
hanging baskets and holly balls too.  Many of the business owners take great pride 
in the windows taking part in the many competitive window decorating schemes 
throughout the year.  

Community is the river that flows through our town, bolstered by pride and tradition 
this high street is a hub of activities.  Local farmer markets, classic car days, live 
music and festivals, processions and traditions, gathering of community groups and 
the annual torchlit procession for advent all use the high street as their backdrop.  
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SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET

MILNGAVIE
Milngavie is beautiful not just from a visual high street perspective or as an affluent 
Glasgow suburb that doubles up as the start of the West Highland Way. Scratch below 
the surface and there is beauty everywhere.

Milngavie in Bloom community volunteers, who have recently achieved a Gold Award 
from Keep Scotland Beautiful, are funded by the Milngavie businesses to ensure long-
term sustainability.

The umbrella “group of groups” consists of circa 12 local organisations who are working 
with East Dunbartonshire Council to bring community groups together, to collaborate 
collectively for Milngavie.

As part of the group, the towns’ business improvement district(BID) is developing the 
digital asset Milngavie.co.uk as a fully inclusive platform, integrated with social media 
channels, for all community groups, businesses and charities to benefit from. It provides 
a collective marketing platform to reach local residents and the wider community, to 
inform people about Milngavie’s thriving high street with innovative businesses and over 
90 community groups. The brand provides a clear and simple marketing message to 
encourage people to visit, with ongoing resources from the BID to keep people informed 
about what Milngavie’s high street has to offer.

The Milngavie Gift Card has 52 businesses participating. This time next year, as unused 
gift cards expire, funds will be reallocated to new cards and discreetly made available to 
the working poor and foodbank users, as a gift from Milngavie to those in need.

For a small place, there are lots of free events throughout the year for all to enjoy, 
including the 50th anniversary of “Milngavie Week” in 2020; Classic Car Show; Food 
and Drink Festival; Healthy Habits fitness festival; Hallowe’en Parade; Christmas Lights 
Switch on; and Window Wanderland. 

Milngavie is encouraging residents to become more active, introducing a Walking 
Festival, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the West Highland Way. Ongoing public 
realm improvements continue to enhance the visual appeal of Milngavie, to position the 
town as a walking destination for all age groups. The BID is working with Visit Scotland 
high growth team to maximize this potential. 
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We, Bute in Bloom (BiB), represent Rothesay in the Keep Scotland Beautiful Campaign 
every year.  Rothesay is the principal town on the Isle of Bute in the Firth of Clyde, 
developed as a seaside town in the late 19th/first half of the 20th century, very popular 
with Glaswegians who went ‘doon the watter’ to visit Rothesay.  Today the Isle of Bute 
offers all the amenities of modern living with schools, library, swimming pool, leisure 
centre, cinema, local shops, a thriving art community, sports facilities (including three 
golf courses) and a strong 3rd sector.  We also have very good transport links with 
Glasgow and beyond.

This year we have vastly improved the area of Victoria Street/Argyle Street which has 
the Visitor Centre and the gardens with pitch and put and the Lady garden between 
the road and the sea. We have made the area more attractive with a further 18 ornate 
lamp posts being upgraded/repainted to join the ten that were painted last year.  We 
have been told that images of these lamp posts have been appearing in the USA, New 
Zealand and Canada, via facebook.

We have further improved the area by putting up another 18 hanging baskets to 
enhance the ones supplied by Argyll and Bute Council.  Due to a lack of manpower the 
maintenance of all the baskets in Rothesay has been undertaken by BiB’s volunteers.

A big talking point this year is the painting of the railings around the inner harbour and 
the installation of floral and half barrel planters around the harbour and ferry terminal.  
There are over 2000 extra plants on display this year, supplied and installed by BiB.  All 
these extra plants are being paid for by public subscription with some people making 
very generous donations.

The entire frontage, from the outer harbour to the Pavilion, is now a mass of colour and 
well appreciated by the locals and holidaymakers alike.  The  Pavilion, at present closed 
for refurbishment, will hopefully re-open next spring.


